NDI: SIXTY YEARS OF TRIUMPHS AND CHALLENGES
The vision of the late Rev. Fr. Enrigue Dulay for a secondary educational institution in Aringay had become a reality after the Second World War. Gifts from generous Americans were offered during thanksgiving masses and with some seed money on hand he was able to start the ball rolling for a Catholic high school in Aringay, La Union.

The Reverend Father assembled a management staff and an initial set of faculty members willing to share his vision. With Mr. Francisco Abena, a fresh graduate of the University of Dayton, Dayton, Ohio, USA, Father Dulay convinced Dr. Juana D. Diaz, Atty. Enrique Calub, Mrs. Esperanza E. Pulido, Mrs. Gregoria Yaranon, Mr. Demetrio Bautista, Mr. Isidro Floreza, then Mayor Antonio De Vera and Mr. Alipio Diaz to be members of the first Board of Trustees. Henceforth, the Notre Dame Institute was born on February 11, 1947, coinciding with the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes.  “Notre Dame” is French for “Our Lady”. Its significance relates to the apparition of Blessed Virgin Mary to St. Bernadette in Lourdes, France.

Reverend Fr. Dulay became the first president and Mr. Abena, the first director. Notre Dame Institute started with one section each of the first, second, third and fourth year classes. This first batch of classes opened in June 1947 with Mr. Alipio Diaz as principal.  The institute initially occupied the old FACOMA building at the corner of the main street and an un-named street leading the national highway to the east. The first graduates numbered only 27.  

With the growth of enrollment was the consequent need for more space. The administration decided to build nipa-roofed complexes on a tract of land owned by Mrs. Esperanza Pulido at the foot of a hill just east of the national highway.  It was in these two nipa-sawali building complexes where the Class of 1956 started their first year schooling until graduation when a new campus just west of the Parish church was established and where the present building stands. The number of graduates peaked to 225 in 1981and started to dwindle after 1990, with only 128 in 1994 and 52 in 1996. 

In order to cope with the increasing financial burden, the Board saw the need to place the school under the Commission of the Archdiocese Schools.  A two story building rose beside Sta. Lucia’s Church.  The decade of the 90’s brought NDI unforeseen and tragic difficulties.  The July 16, 1990 earthquake left the two buildings flattened in total rubbles and ruins.  And for the administration, faculty and students, the event was so disastrous that routine chores had to be done under trees or makeshift shelters. It was only after 2 years later that a new building as we see it today was built.

The task of maintaining and improving NDI infrastructure rested upon those people who stand to benefit from its existence. The first alumni homecoming was started during its Silver Jubilee celebration with the organization of the Association of NDI Alumni led by the late Hilario Reyes. The worthwhile project started as the sponsorship of scholarships for poor but deserving students with financial backing from Aringayenos who are abroad.

Today NDI needs help from all its alumni. It is only fitting and proper that every year, jubilarians should contribute to the upliftment of the school.  For the people of Aringay who have children going to high school, such school should be a good nurturing place to send your children, with assurance of support from the entire alumni group both local and abroad.  The future of NDI rests upon the Archdiocese, the administration, the faculty and support of the community. The alumni groups can be a factor in ensuring good management of financial resources which could be done though an NDI Alumni Foundation, Inc.  ANDIA should play a major role in the organization and management of such foundation.

It is with these thoughts that the Class of 1956, in celebration of the Golden Jubilee, hope to work with other alumni groups in building a legacy that will be meaningful to all.

On February 11, 2007, NDI will be celebrating its Diamond Jubilee. Sixty years is a  lasting testimony of endurance in the face of numerous challenges.  

With all of us pulling together and with God’s help everything is possible.

Prepared by Max De Vera and Ely Abellera for the 1956 Class Golden Jubilee Souvenir Program.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Note: Included are some excerpts from the article of Juanita Belma Diaz-Rullan, published in the Golden Jubilee Souvenir Program dated December 29-30, 1996, Association of Notre Dame Institute Alumni.

